
Webinar
May 11, 2022

Organizing for delegations and 
letters on the draft Official Plan 

AGENDA

• Claire Malcolmson, ED Rescue Lake 
Simcoe Coalition: high level concerns, 
impacts on water, financial risk (5 
mins)

• Irene Ford: democratic and 
governance issues (5 mins)

• Alexis Whalen: farmland loss in 
southern Ontario (5 mins)

• Phil Poten, Environmental Defence: 
policy context and stop sprawl efforts 
(5 - 10 mins) 

• Nuts and bolts of delegating and 
writing a letter to Council 

• Phone zap of YR Council members. 
• Tour of what's on the SSYR website 
• Q&A throughout



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Getting all the growth the province has directed at York Region requires almost doubling the actual growth rate of the past ten years, which has slowed due to growing gap between the cost of what is being sold and what is being earned. Big concern with this risky approach: over-allocation of land and servicing infrastructure $ for development that won’t materialise at the anticipated time. The Region is trying to manage this with new community and phasing policies, which are pretty good, and are very important. It would be wiser and less risky to use the 60% intensification target (which Council passed on), and which would have consumed 700 ha of greenfields rather than 3,400 ha - 4,225 ha (which is the range between the staff analysis of the 50 – 55% intensification scenario chosen by YR Council, and what may be the case with the changes that have been made since). We are trying to get clarity on this! 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.york.ca/newsroom/campaigns-projects/municipal-comprehensive-review You can see the extent of new greenfield development (pink) that the Region’s decisions so far reflect.  Greenfield development needs ALL new infrastructure needed. Upper York Servicing Solution would cost about a BILLION with two expansions, which are needed to service the development in greenfields in East Gwillimbury. This is very expensive. Have the citizens of York Region expressed a preference for this? Actually, no. Only developers have. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It’s not just hyperbole – this has been studied. Sprawl is expensive for everyone. Based on a Hemson Consulting study in Ottawa. https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/urban-expansion-costs-menard-memo-1.6193429#:~:text=Hemson%20found%20it%20now%20costs,%2456%20from%20eight%20years%20ago.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Higher density increases affordability for residents, for municipal operations which benefits the taxpayer, and reduces enviro impact, (roads, salt, phosphorus to water, overland stormwater impacts, loss of carbon sinks by paving farmland, loss of farmland….) some of the reasons we are advocating for more density.Looking at the affordability component:from 2051 Forecast Land needs Assessment, YR,  March 2021:  “To apply the provincial definition of affordable for ownership purposes, household income is calculated at the 60th percentile to set the affordable housing threshold (i.e. the maximum house price that the lowest earning 60% of households can afford). The 2019 monitoring report advised Council that only 11% of new ownership housing units were affordable, 99% of which were studio or 1-bedroom condominiums and not suitable for families. The report also advised that only 3% of new housing was classified as purpose built rental housing.”  



YORK REGION
Current population 1.2 million & 654,000 jobs 

Minimum population 2051 2.02 million PLUS 14,900 & 990,000 jobs 

Current intensification rate over 50% since 2006

Intensification rate voted on by Council 50% - 2041; 55% 2041 - 2051 

Greenfield or whitebelt land needed 
(hectares)

Between 3,400 ha: (2300 ha community, 1100 ha employment) 
And 4,225 ha

Current advice / action / link Petition  & information https://www.stopsprawlyr.ca/take-action.html

Next steps and deadlines 

Register for May 12; write letter & / or delegate May 19; spread the 
word and prepare for the same June 16. Sign our petition. Call your 
Mayor / RCs. 

Address to send comments to futureyork@york.ca

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note – from 2051 Forecast Land needs Assessment, YR,  March 2021 “York Region has significant potential to accommodate growth in the built-up area to meet or exceed the minimum 50% target.“The decision made on Oct 2021 by YR Council to plan for 50- 55% intensification drives all sorts of negative outcomes. They already know they can do more than 50%, so the decision is unambitious, and denies all the environmental consequences of building sprawl in a climate emergency. 

https://www.stopsprawlyr.ca/take-action.html


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�Forecasted land needs report, 2021https://yorkpublishing.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=20345



York Region top concerns 
• 3400 - 4,225 hectares for new development, removed from 

agricultural system, including 1400 acres of Greenbelt / Oak Ridges 
Moraine in Whitchurch-Stouffville and Markham.

• Unsustainable wastewater planning, esp. the Upper York System 
Solution.

• Affordability for residents, new buyers, the Region. 
• Staff recommendations generally ignored. On $ risk, on requesting 

removal from GB /ORM.  
• Ten-year average population growth of 16,000; current OP relies on 

almost double that at 30,000 / year. Based on developer fantasies. 
• Climate impacts of car dependency, roads, highways & their 

stormwater impacts to water.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
* From “Consideration of Motions” memo.   



Delegating 

• Start by saying thank you to the Chair Emmerson and members of 
York Region Council 

• Make 2 points well
• Time your presentation – they’ll cut you off at 5 minutes 
• You may or may not use slides 
• Get your request in noon the day prior to the meeting at the latest



Thank you speakers and 
attendees! 

Thank you for caring and 
participating. 

Follow us on twitter and Facebook

Call Claire at 647-267-7572
Email stopsprawlYR@gmail.com

mailto:stopsprawlYR@gmail.com
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